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It is from within this interacting system that the
phenomenon of architecture is born. The arrows
radiating out from man indicate awareness. The inner
circles close to man condition his outlook.
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"... it is important to mention those faculties which are

most essential in the search for form.

First ... man's intuition to establish immediate contact

with primary facts and truths.

Second ... man's instinct to record vibrations into

corresponding form.

And third ... man's imagination to produce mental ideas
and pictures that have no relationship to previous concept,

knowledge or experience."

E. Saarinen - "Form" - (1948)/25.
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Perception does not take place simulatneously
along routes A and C, for one precludes the
other; yet alternations between routes is a
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"An organism displays not only a morphological hierarchy of parts
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Lately, an increased interest of the physical planner in the field of visual

perception of the built envirorment was witnessed.

In this context, two visual aspects of the built environment were investigated,

its Unity and its Diversity. The goal was to try to improve the understanding

of these two factors.

The purpose of the theoretical section is to clarify the connection between

the psychological aspects of the problem and the planning process, including
its materialization. This connection was illustrated by designing a conceptual
model.

The second section deals with the field investigation. The test case, the new

City of Arad was used to find practical applications of the theory previously
developed.

The investigation is comparative, in order to overcome the complexity of the

problem. Therefore we used two investigation patterns:

1. The analysis of the investigator's visual response to the environment.

2. The analysis of the population's visual response to the same environment.

The analysis of the findings was focused on the validity of the conceptual
model and its role in the Planning process.

o
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